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Salem is such a great congregation.  As 
campaign chairs, we get to see the 
campaign in its entirety and our members 
are the greatest on earth.  We currently have 
over 40 people volunteering with the 
campaign.  Members are opening their 
homes for gatherings, getting the young 
people involved, praying for our campaign, 
and attending several meetings throughout 
the week.  As campaign chairs, we get to 
watch it all unfold before us and it is great 
to see a plan come together. 
We knew, when we took on the task of 
leading the campaign that we would need a 
lot of help.  Our membership has exceeded 
our expectations.  We want to thank 
everyone who is involved with the 
campaign.  We already see how it is 
bringing our congregation closer together 
and helping Salem focus on critical goals 
and objectives to better fulfill our mission 

to Encounter God, Grow in Faith 
and Serve the world. 
We had three goals going into this 
campaign: 1) to raise the amount of money 
we need to add new programs and a staff 
person, renovate our sanctuary and cover 
the campaign expenses; 2) to increase the 
sense of community within our 
congregation; and 3) to increase our 
understanding of stewardship and to be 
more generous with our time, talent and 
treasure.  
We believe we are well on our way to 
fulfilling our goals. Thank you, members of 
Salem, for your support of the campaign 
and us.  
In Christ, 

Jim & Joan NicholsonJim & Joan NicholsonJim & Joan NicholsonJim & Joan Nicholson    

Jim &  Melanie RehorJim &  Melanie RehorJim &  Melanie RehorJim &  Melanie Rehor    
Campaign Co-Chairs 

Letter from the Campaign Chairs 

Campaign 
Prayer 

Almighty God, 
we acknowledge 

that all that we have 
comes from you.  
Unite us in our 

efforts to follow you 
and your example 
as we work to fulfill 
Salem’s mission to 
serve the world and 

expand your 
kingdom for your 
glory.  Light within 
us a fire to grow the 
ministries that have 
already begun in 
this church, and to 
Imagine Greater 

things yet to come. 
May our joyful 

sacrifices of time, 
talent and treasure 
be bound to the 
sacrifice of your 
own precious  
Son for us. 

In Jesus’ holy name 
we pray, 
Amen. 

Our Campaign Prayer Team has created a 

prayer calendar to guide us in a season of 

prayer leading up to Commitment Sunday, 

December 7.  Members are encouraged to 

reflect on the daily scripture quote 

throughout each day. Let this prayer 

calendar guide our participation in the 

campaign, making it as much a spiritual 

journey as a financial decision.  

Campaign Prayer Calendar Enclosed 

Prayer, Praise & Potluck – Nov 23 
You are all invited to a day of “Prayer, 
Praise & Potluck” at Salem.  On November 
23, both worship services will include 
praise through song combined with prayer 
for the Mission and Growth appeals and for 
our congregation and its ministries.  The 
Gospel text and sermon will focus on the  

theme:  Imagine Greater. Following the late 
worship service come and join us for a 
potluck luncheon in Luther Hall. Let’s 
enjoy a time of unity and fellowship (and 
really great food!) as we Imagine Greater 
things to come for Salem Lutheran Church. 
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Campaign Q&A: If you have a question you would like to 

submit or a concern you would like to raise, you can send it to Bill Cordaro 

at billc@church-development.com or call Bill at 816-797-1114. Bill is the 

consultant from Church Development who is assisting us with the 

campaign. 

Q:  How much are we being asked to 

commit to the One-Year Mission 

Appeal? 

Salem members have been very generous 
over the years. The average level of giving 
is above the national level for Lutherans.  
However, we have a challenging vision that 
God has placed before us.   
As we strive to be good stewards, we 

recognize that everything we have is a gift 
from God. We are called by the biblical 
tradition of tithing to give back to God from 
the “First Fruits” or “Ten Percent.” 
Building on this, Salem encourages each 
family to prayerfully consider giving up to 
five percent of their income to Salem’s 

Mission Appeal.  The other five percent 
could go to the Growth Appeal and other 
needs within the broader community. 
We know this is a big sacrifice for many. 

We are looking at the long-range impact 
this will have on the congregation by 
increasing programs and ministries with 
additional staff.   Because of the burden this 
may place on families and individuals, we 
are asking members to consider increasing 
their current level of giving by just one-half 
of one percent of household income with 
the intent of eventually arriving at five 
percent over the next few years. 

 

Time and Talent Survey 
In addition to a financial commitment to 
each of the two appeals, please reflect on 
the ways you are sharing your gifts of time 
and talent, particularly in regard to Salem.  

When our gifts are joined together, and 
coupled with the Spirit of God, there is no 
limit of what we can do to change the 
world. 

Total Household  

Income 

1/2% Contribution  

Increase 

Eventual Annual  

Household Goal of 5% 

$20,000 $100 $1,000.00 

$30,000 $150 $1,500.00 

$40,000 $200 $2,000.00 

$50,000 $250 $2,500.00 

$60,000 $300 $3,000.00 

$75,000 $375 $3,750.00 

$80,000 $400 $4,000.00 

$100,000 $500 $5,000.00 

$125,000 $625 $6,250.00 

$150,000 $750 $7,500.00 

$200,000 $1,000 $10,000.00 

Continued on page 3 

What impact will one-half of one percent have on an annual household budget? 
1/2 % Mission Appeal Chart 

Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship 
includes includes includes includes 
inviting inviting inviting inviting 
people people people people     

into a new into a new into a new into a new 
way of way of way of way of 
relating relating relating relating     
to their to their to their to their 
resources resources resources resources     
of time, of time, of time, of time, 
talent and talent and talent and talent and 
treasure.treasure.treasure.treasure.    

 
Adapted from  
Henri Nouwen 
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Campaign Q&A:  Continued from page 2 

5% Growth Appeal Chart 

Q:  How much are we being asked to 

commit to the Three-Year Growth 

Appeal? 

Every household is asked to make an 
equal sacrifice for the Growth Appeal.  
While there is no set amount, we ask that 
each household prayerfully consider 
committing five percent of its gross annual 
income each year for the three years of the 
Growth Appeal.  
For those on fixed incomes with assets, 

we ask that you prayerfully consider 

committing five percent of your assets, 
either in a lump-sum gift or spreading it 
over the three years of the Growth Appeal. 
The chart below will assist you in 
determining how much to consider. 
If you are new to giving to Salem, we 

encourage you to prayerfully consider 
committing $5 or $10 a week (the cost of a 
couple of cups of coffee at Starbucks) or 
more to the Growth Appeal over three 
years.   

Annual  

Income 

Weekly 

Pledge 

Monthly  

Pledge 

Annual  

Pledge 

Total 3-Year 

Pledge 

$20,000 $19 $83 $1,000 $3,000 

$30,000 $29 $125 $1,500 $4,500 

$40,000 $38 $167 $2,000 $6,000 

$50,000 $48 $208 $2,500 $7,500 

$60,000 $58 $250 $3,000 $9,000 

$75,000 $72 $313 $3,750 $11,250 

$80,000 $77 $333 $4,000 $12,000 

$100,000 $96 $417 $5,000 $15,000 

$125,000 $120 $521 $6,250 $18,750 

$150,000 $144 $625 $7,500 $22,500 

$200,000 $192 $833 $10,000 $30,000 

Q:  What will happen if I can’t fulfill my 

commitments to the campaign?  

Circumstances change.  If you find yourself 
in this situation and need to adjust your 
commitment level, contact the office and 
we will make the adjustment.  

Q:  Can I split what I am currently 

giving to Salem into two commitments, 

one for each of the appeals? 

Please, do not decrease your current giving 
level to the Annual Mission Appeal.  The 
money collected in the Mission Appeal 
supports our ministries and programs.  We 
must sustain these efforts because they are 
what keeps us a viable faith community.  
Money committed to the Growth Appeal 
should be in addition to what you are 
currently contributing to the Mission 

Appeal.  

Q.  Will Automatic Bank Withdrawal be 

available for the Campaign?  

Yes, we encourage members to take 
advantage of our Simply Giving program.  
This safe and convenient option is available 
to make your contributions to both appeals.  
At the time of commitment, you will have 
an opportunity to sign up for it.   

Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship 
Includes a Includes a Includes a Includes a 
call to call to call to call to 

conversion conversion conversion conversion 
–––– a shifting  a shifting  a shifting  a shifting 
of our of our of our of our 

attention attention attention attention 
in which in which in which in which 
we set our we set our we set our we set our 
mind on mind on mind on mind on 
divine divine divine divine 
things. things. things. things.     

 
Adapted from  
Henri Nouwen 

Continued on page 4 



Participants attending the campaign informational events have expressed 
over and over again how much they appreciated the opportunity to see 
first hand the plans and to have their question and concerns addressed. 
Our Campaign Events Team is always providing wonderful refreshments 
at the events.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to attend one of these 
event, please review the list below and call Kathy Kostroske in the 
church office at 913-888-5051 or email her at salem-
secretary@salemlutheran-ks.org. If leaving a voice message or email, 
please include your name, the event number, how many attending, your  

phone number and whether child care will be needed.   

 

One Campaign 
Two Appeals 

 

Mission Appeal 
Formally known as Formally known as Formally known as Formally known as     

Annual Stewardship AppealAnnual Stewardship AppealAnnual Stewardship AppealAnnual Stewardship Appeal    

Growth Appeal 
Formally known as Formally known as Formally known as Formally known as     
Capital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital CampaignCapital Campaign    
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Campaign Dialogue Events Continue 

Campaign Q&A:  Continued from page 3 

Campaign Commitment Sunday 
Bring your commitment card to worship on December 7, 2014 

Q:  What is the current financial health of Salem? 

While our General Offerings are slightly behind our 
actual expenses and budget at the end of 3rd Quarter 
2014, we expect to finish the year breaking even. The 4th 
Quarter historically has been our best quarter for 
contributions from generous Salem members.   Our cash 
balance is very strong thanks to recent income from the 
Hall Memorial and Walters Fund with approximately 
$50,000 targeted for essential work on Koionia Hall. 
Q:  When we meet our Growth Appeal goal of 

$425,000, when will the new staff person start?  After 

we have enough from contributions or right away? If 

right away, where will the money come from? 

We expect to interview potential candidates and have the 
new staff position start during the 1st quarter of 2015.  
We expect to receive enough Growth campaign 
contributions during the 1st quarter to start funding this 
position. 

Q:  Will we wait until we have enough money 

collected to do the sanctuary or will we take out a loan 

and do it right away? 

Once the estimates are complete, repairs and 
enhancements will be prioritized within a timeframe of 
when funds will be available.  Salem plans to also use 
existing memorial funds to jump start this work. 
Q:  What are other ways we can contribute to the 

Campaign? 

First and foremost, members are asked to pray for the 
church.  Members are encouraged to consider the 
donation of non-cash gifts, which include appreciated 
investment property held more than one year, such as 
stock, mutual fund shares, bonds, real estate, rental 
property, and collectibles. Other options include parts of 
insurance policies and retirement plans. Personal property 
that has value such as automobiles, boats and jewelry are 
also good gifts. If you have a question, contact the office 
for more information.  

 SMALLER GROUP         

 Saturday 15-Nov   BJ & Terri Fevold 9:30 Light Brunch 

 LARGER GROUPS         

 Sunday 16-Nov   Koinonia Fellowship 9:00 
Breakfast 
buffet 

 Sunday 16-Nov   Luther Fellowship 12:00 Lunch 


